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“Min Arbejdsdag ei' ofte lang”

My working day is often long,
But it is filled with sun and song
From many a festive hour.

To recompense a scanty fare,
The Lord has given me in prayer
A secret source of pow’r.

My feet may lag, my arms may tire,
And yet the Lord’s own Prayer will fire
My heart with strength anew.

Though humble be my bed and board,
I live each day by God’s own Word,
Like birds of heaven blue.

To me it is not loss of life,

That I must go through want and strife
Without the gold I need.

The school of this benighted earth
Has taught me that of greater worth—
A useful life to lead.

Let heavy clouds but roam the skies,
I know behind them heaven lies

That fills my soul with light.

Let darkness fall and day depart,
There is a hope within my heart

That keeps my pathway bright.

My life is but a working day,
That ends when God to me shall say:
‘“Come home, your day is gone!”
I then shall lay my head to rest
And sleep with those forever blest
Until another dawn.

Kr. @stergaard,

Tr. P. C. Paulsen, ‘“Ans. Luth.”’

Worry
By E. Stanley Jones

Worry is sin. For it is a lack of trust in God. It fears
cirecumstances more than it fears God. It is the taking of
things out of the hands of God and taking them in our
own and dealing with them with our own resources. And
our resources are not enough.

What is the eure for worry? Faith! But not a blind,
leaning faith that does nothing but have faith. Faith
means that you and God can work the thing out together.
It means that there is no problem that cannot bhe solved
if we make a complete surrender to God, coordinate our
wills with His, and working out from that center to the
problem, attack it with a combination of His resources
and ours. The problem may not be entirely solved in the
sense of its being removed, but it will be solved in the
sense either of its being taken away, or in the sense that
you will be better in character for attempting with God

its solution. The problem will go, or you will grow. In
either case, solution.

But the man who worries unfits himself for a facing
of the problem. First of all he borrows trouble from the
future by that very worrying. Worry is the interest we
are paying on tomorrow’s trouble. And it is compound
interest too. For by taking tomorrow’s trouble into today
we make ourselves unfit for the duties of today and also
thereby unfit for facing tomorrow’s difficulties. It is a
losing game. It is under ‘‘the law of diminishing returns.’’

Stop that worry! It may be that we can stop it by
facing up to the question as to what is at the basis of that
worry. It may be our own sin. We are afraid of the fu-
ture for we are not right in the present. Then face the
matter and surrender that sin. And do it decisively!

Or it may not be because of your own sin, but because
of some one’s else sin. Then do your prayerful best to
get that person to change.

Or it may be that worry is on account of financial prob-
lems looming ahead. You are afraid that the future will
find you starving. Let us face the facts. But how many
have you actually seen starving in your lifetime? Some of
you may have never seen a person starving. Very few of
us have. I question whether many of my readers have.
Such a sight is not very common even in this land of
India. The chances that you will starve to death are about
a million to one. Then why brood over that one chance in
a million! Besides, starving to death is no worse than
dying from many other things. We all have to die, then
why worry about the route? When some one rushed into
Mr. Emerson’s presence and said, ‘‘Oh, Mr. Emerson,
they tell me the world is coming to an end,”’ he quietly
replied, ‘“Well, never mind, we can get along very well
without it.”” We are not confined to this physical life.
We have within us an enduring life—that is, if we are in
touch with God.

In the Epistle to the Hebrews 10:39 we read, accord-
ing to Weymouth, ‘“We, however, are not the ones to
shrink back and perish, but are those who believe and so
win possession of their souls.”” The ones who believe are
the only ones who have possession of their souls. They are
the ones who can mould circumstances and make things
conform to their purposes of life. They are in possession.
But the doubters are possessed by their fears. Their fears
dominate them. They are at the mercy of their hesita-
tions.

Then lay aside all fears, all worry, all doubt and live
constructively and positively. DPossess your own souls
by believing.

How can one possess his own soul? By losing it! The
only way to possess yourself is to lose yourself. Renounce
and you will realize. Out of this self-surrender will come
a self-finding. You will then have shifted the center from
yourself to Christ. Out of this shift love will be born.
This love will cast out fears. Just as sunlight casts out
darkness so this love of Christ casts out all fear, all worry,
all anxiety. We rest in a love that will never let us down.
We are sure that we can never drift beyond His care.

‘We will then live as carefree children of the Father,
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The Christian and Society

In “Lutheran Tidings’’ for December 5, 1936, Mr.
Herbert V. Lang raises a few questions relative to my
remarks about Dr. E. Stanley Jones and the National
Preaching Mission. To quote Mr. Lang: ‘‘Is not the econ-
omic system, the liquor traffie, the war system, etc., a
manifestation of what we, the people, are? An expression
of what is really the culture of the individual massed to-
gether "as a people? Have we not tried by law and
force to do away with the liquor traffic, and failed miser-
ably? When the League of Nations was created, we hoped
and believed that now war could be no more. But we
know now that the efforts of the Lcague of Nations to
prevent war have also been futile. I belicve the same will
be true of any attempt to change any kind of system
under which we suffer. The strong will rise to the top
and rule and tyrannize over the weak always, because the
Christian spirit is lacking, without which there is always
greed, power and riches.”’

Those of us who believe that Christ is our personal
savior, as well as the savior of society, will agree that it
is supremely important that the lives of individual men
be regenerated through Christ. Again, if we have been
regenerated, we cannot escape exerting influence upon
society and its institutions. But does it follow that the
terrible evils under which we suffer cannot be removed
till all men have experienced a rebirth through Christ?
I do not believe so.

In the neighborhood where I live now, and in other
neighborhoods where I have lived, not nearly all the peo-
ple go to church. It is probable that many of them give
very little thought to Christ, and religion in general.
But most of them are decent folks. They don’t molest my
property. I don’t molest theirs. Should a very strong
man move into this neighborhood and decide that because
he was physically stronger he had a right to take any
property he might desire, we would report him to the
authorities, and he would be punished according to law.
Most of us in this and other neighborhoods believe this is
a good thing, so we back the law. But we don’t wait for a
regeneration of all souls.

There was a time during the Middle Ages when an-
archy was the prevailing condition. The strong feudal
lords rose up and did pretty much as they pleased. That
condition became well nigh intolerable. Take Krance as
an example and we find that little by little the central
government became strong enough to make itself felt.
Laws were passed, with popular backing, which made it
treason to defy the monarchy; and one by one the mighty
lords were made to behave themselves or eat the dust.
But again France did not wait till all Frenchmen hecame
true Christians.

It is probably true that most our modern wars are
caused by greed and lust for power. We are having fair
success in controlling such national gangsters as Dillin-
ger and Capone. Why should we not some day he able
to control such international gangsters as Hitler and Mus-
solini? It is true that the Lieague failed in its efforts to
stop Mussolini in Ethiopia. But it is probaly the first time

in human history that sanctions have been applied and
Italy felt them keenly. This international anarchy is now
becoming as intolerable as was feudal anarchy in the Mid-
dle Ages. But law came to replace feudal anarchy and
the high and mighty had to behave themselves or perish.
I ean econceive and do believe that some day international
law will be backed by a sufficiently strong opinion and
foree to make the nations settle their differences as do in-
dividuals and as do the states within the United States.
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My Prayer For My Son

Lord, make a mighty SOLDIER of my son
To wage the war of life till he has won!
When tempted by some false or fickle friend,
Help him to take a firm, courageous stand;
In every test may he be brave and strong
And never yield, or compromise with wrong!
Lord, keep his body clean, his heart wpright,
A soldier of the Cross to win the fight!

Lord, make a faithful SERVANT of my son

To serve Thee ever till his work is done!
Direct him in the choice of his career,

And guide and bless my boy from year to year,
That doubtful pleasures, worldly power or praise
May never lead him into sinful ways!

Lord, may his service have the worthy aim

To help mankind and glorify Thy Name!

Lord, make « truthful WITNESS of my son,
Complete the work of grace Thow hast begun,
That he may grow in grace, . faith, in love!
Anoint ham with an unction from above,

That he with tongue and pen may testify,
And ne’er by word or deed Thy Name deny!
Lord, keep him honest, pure and unafraid,
And may his heart in faith on Thee be stayed!

Lovrd, make a« BIBLE-CHRISTIAN of my son,
That spirit-filled and guided he may shun
The many subtle teachings of today
That seek to lead the thinking mind astray!
As he explores the realms of human thought,
And learns to know the works that man has wrought.
Then with Thy Spirit guide his mind and heart,
That he may never from Thy Word depart!
C. K. Solberg in ‘“‘The Friend’’.

September 26, 1936.

In the meantime Christians should do their part to
foster the spirit of good will and co-operation in the hope
and belief that the kingdom of God will come also among
men. Alfred C. Nielsen.

Why the Home Is Failing

Nowhere is a man’s inner life reflected as in his own
home. Said a mother, ‘‘I cannot understand that none of
my boys have any use for the Church.”” But the reason
was most apparent, since this nominally Christian home
in which these young men had been reared had never
known a quiet hour when the family had been gathered
for the reading of God’s Word and prayer. Tens of
thousands of times the members of the household had
gathered about the family board to partake of the good
things so abundant in this home, but never once had
father or mother bhowed head in acknowledgement or
thanksgiving to Him from whom all blessings flow. Only
when the pastor was present came the pious request,
““Will you ask the blessing?’’ How could this mother ever
expect her children to become interested in spiritual
things when obviously they meant but little in her
own life?

A Sunday school teacher of a primary class taught
the little children entrusted to her a table prayer while at
the same time she urged them to use it before every meal.
““Oh, no,”’ piped up a little voice in protest, ‘‘we only do
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that when we have company.’”’ The brazen inconsistency
in this home, which perhaps could well be hidden from
both neighbors and friends, would soon be written in-
delibly into this little child’s heart. At what more natural
conclusion could this child later in life arrive than that
no one took Christianity seriously?

The craze for pleasure has put the altar fires out in
many a home. Parents who perhaps themselves attend
church ocecasionally and who send their children to Sun-
day school but who live a worldly and indifferent life in
the home should not ever be surprised if their children
become terrifyingly blase. Prof. George Walter Smith of
Oberlin College gives us these rather terrible illustrations:

“‘I’m tired of this Jesus business. Let’s have a live-
lier kind of stories,” ’” was the astonishing remark of an
eleven-year-old when a new course of graded lessons was
commencing in the fall. ‘I’ve discovered dad is Santa
Claus, and I know about the stork, and I’'m going to look
into this Jesus Christ affair,” said another youngster.

‘“““Why do you come to Sunday school?’ a teacher
asked his junior department, hoping to learn their real
motives. Various reasons were offered, then one little girl
confessed, ‘Well, I was home and father came into the
kitechen with muddy boots and tracked the floor. Mother
Jawed him for it and he talked back. Finally mother said
to me, ““If I had any way of getting out of this place, I
surely would. Why don’t you go to Sunday school and
get away from it all?”’ So I did and so I’m here.’ ’’

Does not all this suggest the need of restoring the
faith of our fathers and the family altar in the home?
So abundantly does the hallowed custom of family devo-
tion draw down the blessing of God on the household
that one can only marvel that parents would forego its
blessed privilege. Many family troubles and resultant
sorrows would vanish at the family altar, for loved ones
cannot help but be drawn closer to one another in mutual
love and understanding when they daily together have
sat at the feet of Jesus.

Likewise no greater gain could come to any congre-
gation than that in each home of its constituency a family
altar was established. As no stream can rise above its
head, no congregation can rise above its homes. Christ
Himself tells us, ‘“All things ye shall ask in prayer, be-
lieving, ye shall receive.”” There may still be a ‘‘home,
sweet home’’ for every family under the gracious guid-
ance of God if parents will say with Joshua of old, ‘‘As
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”’

E. W. Petrusson in ‘“Ans. Luth.”’

0

The Fairy’s New Year Gift

Two little boys were at play one day when a fairy
suddenly appeared to them and said, ‘‘I have been sent to
give you a New Year present.’’

She handed to each child a package, and at the same
instant was gone.

Carl and Philip opened the packages and found the
same thing in each—a beautiful book with white pages, as
pure white and beautiful as the snow when it first falls.

After a long time the fairy came again to the boys. ‘1
have brought you each a new book,’’ she said, ‘‘and will
take back the others to Father Time, who sent them to you.”’

‘““May I not keep mine a little longer,”’ said Philip,
“TI have hardly thought about it lately. I’d like to paint
something on the last page that lies open.”’

““No,”” said the fairy, ‘‘I must take it just as it is.”’

“T wish I could look through mine just once,”’ said
Carl. “‘I have only seen one page at a time; for when a
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leaf turns over, it sticks fast, and I never can open the
book at more than one place.”’

“You shall look over your book,”’ said the fairy,
‘“and Philip his.”” And she lit for each of them a little
silver lamp by the licht of which they saw the pages
as she turned them.

The boys looked in wonder. Could it be that this was
the same fair book she had given them a year ago? Where
were the pure white pages, as pure white and beautiful as
the snow when it first falls? Here was a page with ugly
black blots and scratches upon it, while the very next
page had a lovely picture. Some pages were decorated
with gold and silver and gorgeous colors, others with
beautiful flowers, and others still with a rainbow of soft-
est, most delicate brightness. Yet, even on the most beauti-
ful of the pages there were those ugly blots and scratches.

Carl and Philip looked up at the fairy at last.

‘““Who did this?’’ they asked. ‘‘Every page was white
and fair as we opened to it, yet now there is not a single
blank space in the whole book!”’

‘“Shall T explain some of the pictures to you?’’ said
the fairy smiling at the two little boys. ‘‘See, Philip, the
spray of roses blossomed on this page when you let the
baby have your playthings, and this pretty bird which
looks so cunning and as if it were singing with all its
might would never have been on this page if you had not
tried to be kind and pleasant the other day instead of
quarreling.”’

“‘But what makes this blot?”’ asked Philip.

““That,”’ said the fairy sadly, ‘‘came when you told
an untruth one day, and this when you did not mind mam-
ma. All these blots and seratches that look so ugly both on
your book and on Carl’s were made when you were
naughty in any way and did not obey your mamma or
papa or your teacher. Kach pretty thing in your books
came on the date when you were good, and each blot
when you were naughty.’’

¢“Oh, if we could only have the hooks again!’’ said
Carl and Philip.

““That cannot be,”” said the fairy. ‘‘See! they are
marked ‘1936’ and they must now go back inte Father
Time’s bookease; but I have brought you each a new one.
Perhaps you can make these more beautiful than the
others.”’

So saying she vanished and the boys were left alone;
but each held in his hand a new book open at the first page.

And on the back of this book was ‘“1937.”” It was
the book of the New Year.

Emilie Poulsson
in ‘“‘Julehilsen,”” New York.

0
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Sincerity in Prayer

A fable is told of a pioneer who, as often as he thought
he had prayed with sincerity and fervency, would put a
nut in a jar, in order to know how often and how much he
had prayed. When he had gathered quite a large collection
of nuts, he secemed to hear a voice which commanded him
to open the nuts and see how often his prayers had been
sincere and fervent, and well pleasing to God. He began to
open the nuts and found to his great shame that there was
only one among them of which the kernel was half good;
the others were either all decayed or wormy.

How many among us Christians are there who imag-
ine they have prayed often and much, but whose prayers,
if their devotion and fervency were to be examined and
weighed in the balance of God, would be found useless
and unavailing like the prayer of the Pharisee!



Futheran Tidings
PUBLISHED BY
THE DANISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA
Office of publication, 211 Wash. St., Cedar Falls, lowa

Rev. C. A. Stub, Editor, Ringsted, Iowa
Rev. Ernest D. Nielsen, Business Manager,
211 Washington St., Cedar Falls, Iowa, and

25 Merrill Ave., Muskegon, Mich.

Published semi-monthly on the 5th and 20th of each month

Subscription price: 1 yr., $1.00; 2 yrs., $1.75; 3 yrs., $2.50

All contributions to the contents of this paper should be sent
to the editor.

All matters concerning subscriptions, payment of subsecriptions,
change of address, etc., should be sent to the business manager.
Advertising rates on request to the business manager.

Second class permit pending.

January 5, 193(2)1‘
EDITORIAL

As we enter the New Year, ‘‘Lutheran Tidings’’
wants to wish all its readers a Happy New Year, a year
filled with all the blessings which God in His love is
capable of bestowing upon us. His ability to bless us is
no doubt limited by what we are able to receive from Him.

At the same time this is a time of taking stock of our-
selves. When we look back upon the old year, I realize
that ‘‘Lutheran Tidings’’ has not been all that it should
have been, nor has the paper always been as good as I
could have made it. May God forgive this, and may He
help us to do better in the year to come. We are very
grateful for the way ‘‘Lutheran Tidings’’ has been re-
ceived by our people. We have met a great deal of appre-
ciation and understanding. Perhaps an understanding of
what we are trying to do is not universal in our church.
There may be those who think we are trying to make over
our church into something foreign to itself. That is a mis-
understanding, however. What we are trying to do is
simply this: first, to bear witness of the gospel of Christ;
second, to further the fellowship between those who be-
long to our synod by spreading information and mnews
about what goes on in the-different parts of our synod.

In order to further these ends I invite all our people
to make use of the columns of ‘‘Lutheran Tidings’’ dur-
ing the coming year. They are open to all for anything
which will help develop our Christian fellowship and
build up our Danish Church. Anything not designed for
these purposes had better not see the light of day, as far
as we are concerned.

Also I want to take this opportunity to express my
gratitude to all who have assisted me in any way, by send-
ing material to the paper, by little messages of encour-
agement, by subscribing to ‘‘Lutheran Tidings,”” or in
any other way. It is not always casy to fill a paper with
material good to read, and any assistance to this end is
keenly appreciated. It is encouraging for an editor to
feel that his readers are following his work from week to
week—even if this should involve eriticism at times.

With best wishes for the New Year and a desire to
serve our people and our church in the things that will
be of lasting good, I am

Sincerely yours,

Volume III Number 11

C. A. Stub.

BOOKS

Enok Mortensen: Jeg valger et Land. Danish Book Con-
cern, Cedar Falls, Towa. $1.65.

As I just now finished reading this book, I feel that
I must say thank you to the author for it. For never be-
fore have I read anything which so fully has expressed
what I, as another immigrant of just the same generation
as Niels Nord, have thought and experienced.

How very true a picture this book gives us of a great
percentage of Danish immigrants. It is just as if you have
met them all before, only that many of us, of course, have
met others also, those for instance for whom the building
of a church was their expression of their love for Den-
mark and its cultural values and for whom that church
was a help in solving their problems.

How the reading of a book like this helps one to real-
ize, and to be willing to admit, without being half way
ashamed of it, that a deep and true love for his mother
country does not hinder him from having just as deep a
love and admiration for America, so that even the fact
that your children are Americans seems only as it must
be, as Niels Nord expresses it in the last paragraph of the
book: when immigrants have come here from all over the
world, hoping and trusting in this new country, they
must some day find each other in a great feeling of fel-
lowship, in their longing for all that is noble and: good,
and so become a people with culture and creative power
expressed in happiness. That country will be his chil-
dren’s country and also his own.

Yes, thank you very much for this book, Enok Mor-
tensen. May it be read, as it ought to be, by all our peo-
ple. And may we look forward to another one.

Anna J. Stub.

0O
O

From My Reading
By Bundy

Astonishing. It is nothing short of a wonder that a
book of a religious nature, written hy a director of a
psychological clinie, should attain nine printings sinee
its publication last March. Such is the case with Henry
C. Link’s book, ‘“‘The Return to Religion.”” There is a
good reason for this, for the book is a most sincere con-
fession from a scholar and scientist, who in his own per-
sonal life for a period of almost twenty years tried to get
along without religion, only to find that circumstantial
evidence compelled him to advise others as well as him-
self that the solution of life’s gravest problems was not by
means of an escape from religion but by the way of a
more intelligent application of it. This is not a review,
such is hardly needed. The book will make glad the hearts
of many of those that have clung to the ‘‘faith of their
fathers’’ in spite of indifference of the many that are too
mentally lazy to investigate the Christian religion. The
book is published by Macmillan and the price is $1.75.

Personality. The author of the book mentioned above
states in a recent number of ‘‘The Reader’s Digest’’ that
personalities are not developed with more school learn-
ing. High school students and college students in general,
after several observations, did not have better personali-
ties than eighth grade students. Only variations in con-
tacts and useful hobbies keep personality alive. Preachers
better beware lest they read too much!

Changing. About four years ago, Glenn Frank, the
illustrious president of the University of Wisconsin, wrote
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his book, ‘‘Thunder and Dawn’’; in it there were many
things which we were not yet ready to accept as ultimate
wisdom. Mankind must in many cases come of age before
it is willing to acknowledge its own looks. Glenn Frank
tells of the industrialists of that time as calling most of
its eritics ‘‘damned radicals.” Why such an attitude?
““Western industrialism was the spoiled child of cocksure
capitalism.”” But this attitude is changing. ‘‘Today in-
stead of sending its critics to jail, industrialists are study-
ing their criticisms. In view of late happenings, the con-
fessions of the Boston merchant, Edward Filene, are signs
of real repentance.
¥ #* * *

Ethiopian Wisdom. Ethiopians practice some of Solo-
mon’s wisdom. Some years ago we were lured into in-
stallment buying. This scheme put us at the mercy of
those that control our wealth. In Ethiopia they still
think that going into debt is bad for two parties. When
debts are unpaid after a reasonable time, they tie the
debtor and the creditor together with chains and then
turn them loose on the streets until one of them gives in
to the other. The debtor does everything he can to drag
his creditor to the most impossible places; the creditor
makes all the opposition he can and he hollers from the
street corners to let everybody know what a trustless
person he is tied to. The result is that one of them soon
gives up the unpleasant game, and the affair is settled.
In the meantime they have taught their fellow citizens the
valuable lesson that credit is not only poor business but
moral degradation. (Told by Wm. Avenstrup in his book,
““I Abessiniens Jungle.’’)

O

Correspondence

Muskegon, Mich., Dec. 14, 1936.
Editor of ‘‘Lutheran Tidings’’:
Dear Sir: :

So essentially different, but significantly successful
was the annual canvass of our Board of Trustees at the
Central Lutheran Church of Muskegon, Mich., this year,
that we would like to share our experiences with the
readers of ‘‘Lutheran Tidings.’’

The Board, departing from the customary policies
in regard to the 1937 budget, and following the plan of
such local organizations as the Community Chest, decided
to put the monetary phase of the church work on a purely
business basis. Consequently, at the meeting held Novem-
ber 10, after the itemized budget had been drawn up, a
definite outline of procedure was established. It was de-
cided that the canvass, reaching every member of the
church, would be concentrated on one day, Sunday after-
noon Dec. 6th.

Following a letter which listed the new church bud-
get came a news letter prepared by our pastor, Ernest
Nielsen, urging the members of the church to be at home
that afternoon. The activities of this Sunday were out-
lined thus:

1. Morning worship, at which time Rev. Nielsen
bhased an inspiring sermon on the spirit that shouid exist
during the work of the day.

2. Afternoon visitations by the board, their wives,
and a selected committee.

3. Evening church services, followed by a social
gathering in the church parlors.

The reports at the social gathering satisfied the hoard
as to the success of the new system ; results were encour-
aging. The experiences related by the canvassers dis-
played the splendid response of the congregation. In that
one afternoon we secured pledges which amounted to
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nearly a 100 per cent increase over the total pledges for
the entire preceding year. Likewise, in the benevolent
work of the synod, we went ‘‘over the top’’ with $184.00
—$34.00 more than our assessment by the synod.

In short, the board’s new system saved many hours
of work, produced commendable results, put the business
matters of the church before the people in a straight-
forward manner, and rallied our congregation around a
task that demanded our united effort.

Yours enthusiastically,

William Soremsen, Jr.

#* * e

Benagaria P. O., Nov. 21, 1936.
Dear Friends:

- We have now been in Benagaria for about a week
and a half and are heginning to get somewhat settled in
our new home. For we are not living in the house that I
had before, but in the one previously occupied by Rev.
Thus. I am sure we shall like it here. It is about the same
distance from the hospital (about two blocks), so it is
very convenient in that way.

We were very happy to find that Dr. Banerje was in
better health than we could have hoped for. He is still on
a very strict diet, and so has not the strength to work
full time at the hospital, but he is steadily gaining and
should soon have regained what he had lost. We are
gradually getting back into the old routine again. More
patients are coming, and there are quite a number of
operations. Tonight there were 42 patients in the hospital.

It was pleasant to see old friends again after nearly
three years’ absence. The people of the station had ar-
ranged quite a welcome for us, with arches of honor made
of branches and green leaves, and as we arrived about
nine o’clock at night the whole compound was illumiated
with numerous small lights, making a’very pretty picture
as we approached from the distance.

The compounders (male nurses) at the hospital are
the same reliable friends that were here before, with the
exception of three who passed away during my absence
(Lubin, Reuben and Hikim). These are replaced by sev-
eral others, two of whom we received from Mohulpahari
when Mrs. Bodding left. They do their work faithfully
and well, but we hope, as we have to take on new ones,
that they can be given a more systematic course of train-
ing than most of the older ones have received.

Alma is already hard at work studying Santali, be-
sides getting the house arranged. She impressed the ser-
vants the other day by saying a whole sentence in San-
tali. They probably didn’t know that she read it directly
out of her notebook, where she has some sentences written
in English together with their translation in Santali. A
kind of a short-cut to learning the language.

Our neighbors here in the compound are the Girtzes,
who came here when Rev. Tromborgs left last spring.
Joe has practically recovered from his sinus trouble.
Sonny has been ill lately with swollen glands, but is
nearly well now. Our other neighbors are the Misses
Krohn and Pedersen, who are in charge of the nursing
work at the hospital. Miss Pedersen is just finishing her
first year of language study. The doctor’s bungalow is
at present occupied by Rev. and Mrs. S. Johansen, who
are studying language in preparation to entering Bengali
work. Their residence here is only temporary; they ex-
pect to move to one of the Bengali stations shortly.

The weather is at this time the most comfortable of
the year, not too hot and not too cold. The rains lasted
rather longer than usual, i. e. till about November the
first. So we are just in between that and what we call the

(Continued on col. 175)
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LUTHERAN TIDINGS

“IT CAN'T HAPPEN HERE”
By C. S. Hasle

I

Is there any possible chance that this,
which has taken place in several countries
in continental Europe, may become a reali-
ty here?

Since the war the trend in the United
States has been to let Europe settle her
own affairs. We are not interested in
Germany or Russia. Those countries are
far away, and what happens there, al-
though it may bring food for thought to a
few, is not considered to be serious to the
extent that it should cause any disturb-
ance on our national horizon. Even the
church people on the Western Continent
remain undisturbed at the news of oppres-
sion of Judaism and Christianity. Hence
the answer: ‘‘It Can’t Happen Here.’’

But a few church people believe it
might happen. This belief has caused a
group of prominent Protestant clergymen
under the leadership of Bishop Stanley E.
Jones to tour the country in order to
make people aware of this danger. This
undertaking, which is known as the Na-
tional Preaching Mission, is not based on
propaganda against any person or move-
ment. It is an attempt of serious-minded
people to call attention of Ameriean
church people to the fact that during the
last two decades anti-religious forces have
almost uprooted Christianity in Russia,
and that the same forces are now at work
in Germany.

Watching conditions in Europe con-
vinces one that the movement is spread-
ing. It recognizes no national boundaries,
and although many well-meaning people
believe that it can never reach across the
Atlantic, time only will tell whether the
movement can be considered strictly a
European movement which will limit it-
self to that continent.

In considering the possibility of its hap-
pening here two things must be remem-
bered. What are the political trends of
our times, and what is the position of the
church among the people of the United
States?

In the political life of the United States
certain trends are becoming very notice-
able, which fills the sane observer with un-
easiness. Evidently the trends are toward
superman in government. Many may not
be willing to admit this, but it is there,
marked and easily discerned.

The average American suffers a great
deal from the disease of mental laziness.
Only a small percentage of the population
make a serious attempt at doing their own
thinking. For this reason it is easy for
any strong individuals to bring the un-
thinking majority in line for certain pol-
icies.

Without the majority realizing it the ba-
sis for our political thoughts are being
changed a great deal. The last presiden-
tial election bears out this fact.

For some time the world has been pass-
ing through a crisis. Some may claim that
this crisis is merely an economic depres-
sicn, but it is more than that. It is a
general upheaval caused by the fear and
hatred which the world war instilled in
cvery heart.

The war left humanity feeling insecure.
Neighbor feared neighbor. Up till that
time people asked for liberty and oppor-
tunity, but during this ecrisis real oppor-
tunity has been limited to the extent that
the majority are now asking for security
against the fear of unemployment, old age,
sickness, and many other things.

To the masses, who demand security,
Roosevelt has become the father, who
promises to use the government as an
ageney of human welfare. When he stated
during the campaign that the rich had
met their match during his first adminis-
tration, while during his second they
would meet their master, millions applaud-
ed. This was what they wanted. Security,
which has lured millions of people in
Europe to exchange liberty and opportuni-
ty for bread, is fast becoming the basis
of American political thinking.

The vote given Mr. Roosevelt a few
weeks ago is greater than any vote of
confidence given to any European dictator
during modern times. And although peo-
ple might say: ‘‘It can’t happen here,’’
this enormous vote of confidence has made
it possible. Any ruler with so great a fol-
lowing might without any difficulty set
himself up as ruler of a nation’s con-
science.

‘It might happen here.”’” Certain
things which preceded the establishment
of dictatorships in several European coun-
tries have already happened here. To
deny this is identical with putting on the
ostrich act of hiding one’s face to certain
undeniable facts. -

To the sane observer it is therefore evi-
dent that a political stage is being set,
probably unknowingly to many, which
makes it possible that the same thing
which happened in Russia and is happen-
ing in Germany may happen here.

What is the position of the church in
present day America? In case of a crisis
the deciding factor will be whether the
majority of people consider the church as
essential or not.

The United States has been called a
Christian country. This writer had the
privilege more than thirty years ago of
hearing the great Commoner of Nebraska,
William Jennings Bryan, state in a most
emphatic way that he was proud of be:
longing to a great Christian nation. And
although it is a known fact that less than
half of the population have actually iden-
tified themselves with any organized
church, it is taken for granted that the

" United States is a Christian country.

However, it is one thing to profess be-
lief in something, but it is quite another
thing to live one’s belief. When one no-
tices the unequal distribution of wealth,
the erime wave, the corruptness of Amer-
i ean courts, the crooked polities, the suf-
fering of humanity caused by the depres-
sion, the injustice of practically every-
thing, the selfishness and ecynicism, one
begins to wonder about the truth of such
a statement, that the United States is a
Christian nation. At least it becomes
proper to ask in all seriousness whether
these conditions are the fruits of Chris-
tianity.

Undoubtedly a great deal of Christian
idealism and tradition” is found in the
United States. Churches as well as in-
dividuals have endeavored to serve the
common people in order that the world
might be made a better place in which to
live. Great activities have been promoted
by the church in the past. These activi-
ties were generally aimed at the uplift-
ing of humanity, at elevating the human
race to a higher plane of life.

But in spite of these activities the so-
called Christian church was never quite
able to handle the Christianizing of the
American people. It even failed at Chris
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tianizing itself, as it often became evident
to the casual observer that outward and
visible activities really meant more than
inward growth and purification.

However, in spite of all errors it must
be admitted that the church in general
won the respect of everybody throughout
the land. This respect has been shown in
certain privileges being granted it. Church
property is tax exempt. This privilege is
extended even to undertakings from which
the church derives certain revenues.

Broadly speaking, the church has won a
unique place in the eyes of the average
Ameriean, more so than any other organi-
zation or movement. It is taken for
granted that it possesses certain elements
which are found no place else.

Granted that the church has won a ree-
ognition in the United States, which is
well to behold, one may in spite of this
wonder how much it actually has accom-
plished with the individual. Has it, as
an agency of Christianity, developed dor-
mant possibilities, which have made the
individaul better equipped for life and en-
abled him to solve the problems which
faced him?

Many appear to be suffering from an
acute case of bewilderment at the present
time. It is as though a storm has passed
over the land and destroyed a great deal
of what has been considered both essential
and valuable. After the storm has abated,
people seem to be at a loss, not knowing
in which direction to turn in order to
reconstruet their lives.

In the past it has been taken almost for
granted that people in case of shipwreck
always, like the prodigal son, would seek
back to their father’s house. Very little
indicates that this disillusioned generation
will retrace its steps back to the church.

Hence it must be admitted that the
church has failed to implant in the hearts
and minds of this generation essentials
which give a balanced life.

To look at the matter from a different
angle, it also must be admitted that the
church has failed to take a decisive stand
against injustice and evil. The unequal
distribution of wealth has eried to high
heaven, and yet the church has remained
silent. No voice has been heard from the
American pulpit which would indicate that
the followers of the Prophet of Nazareth
are lcss bewildered than the rest of man-
kird.

Lf this is true, it may be concluded that
many, although they have become mem-
bers of churches, remain at heart un-
touched by the spirit of Christianity.
People may at times seek the church on
acecunt of certain advantages gainad Lty
doing so, but if difficulties arise, such
connections may become burdensome, and
will therefore be thrown overboard, as no
one during such difficult times wishes to
carry along a lot of dead material.

Evidently the church in America is fae-
ing a erisis. However, this has been pre-
dicted many times before, and yet it has
not come. But it appears altogether in-
comprehensible that such a crisis can stay
away much longer. If there is any truth
in the statement that one can not worship
both God and Mammon, this crisis must
come. And probably the next score years
will prove whether Christianity shall ae-
tually become a life-moulding force, as it
was intended by the Master, or whether it
shall decline toward oblivion.

What the outecome will be no one can
say at the present. But in view of the
indifference, the craze for publicity, the
selfishness and cynicism, the contempt for
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people who think and act different from
the majority, which is so much in evi-
dence, one must be a born optimist in or-
der to be able to have high hopes for the
outcome of this ecrisis.

III

What has been done, and what may be
done in order to avert a possible catastro-
phy similar to that which struck the
church of Russia.

Only little has been done so far which
might have direct bearing on the situa-
tion. However, it should not be over-
looked that the Central Conference of
American Rabbis in a so-calied Social Jus-
tize Message states the position of Juda-
ism toward Communism and Faseism. The
last two movements the rabbis consider as
political and cconomic in the modern
world, and the opinion of the rabbis is
that the only remedy for escaping the dic-
tatcrship of Communism on the one hand
and the tyranny of Fascism on the other
is the establishment of a thorough social-
ized democracy.

To accomplish this the rabbis invite ev-
erybody who love justice and hate evil to
come forward and help build such a mod-
ern kingdom of God, in which justice shall
be the predominating motive in both the
social and cultural life. So far this invi-
tation has not been heeded.

But in the past something, which piob-
ably will have an indirect bearing on the
situation, has been donec.

The church of America is finally begin-
ning to realize the necessity of putting its
house in order. While in the past a great
deal of time has been used in explaining
the differences between the various le-
nominations, more time is now being
taken up for the pointing out of what
they have in common.

This movement, which aims at getting
fewer but larger churches, has fair wind
at the present time. The average person
is not interested in denominationalisin.
The churches all claim fo worship the
same God, so why the many demnomina-
tions?

America probably needs to practice tol-
erance more than any other nation. This
also applies to the American church. The
lack of co-operation, the constant disagree-
ments, the petty bickerings, which are not
alone weakening, but un-Christian, are in
the eyes of the world the glaring sins of
the American church. True religion must
seek the good of all, and while it is re-
gretable that many prefer to remain out-
side the church, it can never condemn any-
one for failing to hold the samea opininns
as those in the church.

In the wake of this movement has fol-
lowed a general strengthening of the
churches. Several denominations have
united in one strong body, while others
have formed working agreements. Hence is
probably found fewer churches today than
a few decades ago, but those remaining
are larger as to membership and more
able to put up a united front toward out-
ward enemies.

This movement, which has brought about
the union of several demnominations, in-
dicates a new era in American chureh life.
While a few decades ago the prevailing
tendeney was for each group to isolate it-
self in small denominations, the tendency
now appears to be not alone a willingness
to extend the barriers, but actually to or-
ganize churches in which all the people
may eventually find a home.

The result of this mew spirit in Ameri-
can church life can not yet be estimated,
but there is more genuine tolerance inside
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the churches of the United States than
was generally found a quarter or a cen-
tury ago.

If one were able to.notice some of the
main  undercurrents of American church
life today, there would still be some rea-
son for encouragement as to what the fu-
ture might bring. The erisis, which is
grinding much of the best of European life
in the dust, has not yet arrived. It may
never come in the United States. But if
it does, there is still a great deal of
healthy blood flowing in the veins of the
American church. The cause of this may
be found in the faet that on those shores
various races have met and mingled, and
a healthy race has been the outcome.

Consequently the church is still in a po-
sition to speak with authority as to spir-
itual matters. In case of a dictator the
greatest resistance will ecome from the
chureh, as it has more to lose than any
otker movement. This resistance should

not be based on the church’s mingling in -

national polities, but on its doing the
work which the Master left unfinished.
Only by setting its own house in order can
the church ever have any hope of becom-
ing the light of the world, which will il-
lumine the places that have hitherto re-
mained in darkness.

The church should never be afraid of
confessing what it belives. Not alone
should it dare a confession of its belief in
a righteous God, but also the rights of
each individual, which no ruler shall take
away from him, and that among these is
the right to worship according 1o one’s
own conscience.

But strong church organization is not
sufficient. In a matter like this inner
conviection counts. If the church is or-
ganized into one strong body, while its
incividual members lack faith, it wtil
never be able to resist the onslaught of
the modern super-state.

Hence every church member must culti-
vate his own faith constantly. Faith can
not stand still. It must move, either in-
crease or decrease. This cultivation of
one’s faith must be undertaken with the
understanding that the organization never
becomes stronger than its weakest member.

‘It can’t happen here!’’ Many will
answer thus and remain happy in their
security. But a few will answer ‘‘It may
happen here!’’ It all depends on whether
the church members will let God’s will be
done in his heart; for if His will be done,
after a while the same will be done on
carth, as it is being done in Heaven.

This is the only assurance that it will
not happen here. For after all one who
has not felt himself touched by the spirit
of the everloving and righteous God has
very little that he can not give up at the
dictator’s command.

It is possible to live without the church;
but if one has been touched by the Spirit
of God, there are certain things which ean
not be given up at the command of some-
one else. At least if he does, it will never
be the same again with such a person.

0

OUR CHURCH

Church Concert. St. Peder’s Church,
Minneapolis, Minn., has been making ar-
rangements for a church concert, which
was to be held on January 3 in the church.
The Male Choir, under the leadership of
Mr. Peter Kirkegaard, was to have a lead-
ing part in the event, and the soloists
Ebba Nelson and Einar Askjaer, as well
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as piano and violin soloists, were to as-
sist in the program .
* * *

Christmas Baskets. The young people of
our Trinity Church, Chicago, Ill., have tak-
en upon themselves again this year to de-
liver Christmas baskets of groceries to
needy families. This is becoming a Christ-
mas tradition in this church, a very com-
mendable tradition. We can rejoice at
such expressions of the spirit of Christmas.

* * *

A. Day’s Pay Donation has been solicited
by Trinity Church, Chicago. The income
from this was to be applied to pay off on
the debt of the congregation. Seven hun-
dred and fifty dollars was received on this
account, a good help in reducing the debt.

* * *

Kimballton, Towa. Rev. Alfred Jensen
writes in his local bulletin: ‘“The Sunday
school has enjoyed a steady increase in
the English department for some time.
Most of the children in the city and near-
ly all those who reside in the country and
whose homes associate with our chureh,
come quite regularly. The attendance is
fairly good except when weather and roads
are bad. This condition is satisfactory to
the teachers, and it is always cheering to
find the rooms filled with children.’’

* * *

Rev. Amble’s Memorial. For some time
funds have been collected to place a suit-
able memorial on the grave of the late
Rev. Ole Amble of Greenville, Mich. This
stone has now been erected and, according
to Rev. A. C. Kildegaard’s report, it is a
very beautiful and artistic monument.
The unveiling will take place on Decora-
tion Day, May 30, 1937.

* * *

New Bible Class. Rev. E. Farstrup is
beginning a new Bible class at Menominee,
Mich., in January. A demand for such a
class has made itself felt by the congre-
gation. ‘‘The purpose of this class will
be to acquaint ourselves more thoroughly
with the writings of the holy book,”’
writes Rev. Farstrup. It is expected that
participants in this class are willing to
do some real work.

* * *

Appeal to the Dames of Minneapolis and
St. Paul, Minn, is made by St. Peder’s
Chureh, Minneapolis, for more general sup-
port of the Danish work of this congrega-
tion. At a recent meeting of the congre-
gation it was unanimously desired that
the work now carried on in Danish should
continue. The Danish element of the
church is dwindling, however. Therefore
the appeal goes out to the Danish people of
the Twin Cities to support the work.

* * *

The Envelope System of financing the
work of the church was adopted at the
recent yearly meeting of our Bronx, N. Y.,
congregation,

* * *

English Introduced. The Trinity Danish
Church, Bronx, N. Y., has decided to hold
two morning services in English every
month, the second and fourth Sundays. On
these Sundays there will be Danish serv-
ices in the evening.

* * *

Mr, Hans Hoiberg, a son of Rev. (. P.
Hgjbjerg, who moved to Denmark last fall,
has been appointed assistant to Col. Ward,
Regional Director of the Resettlement Ad-
ministration office at Lincoln, Nebr. This
office is the headquarters for Kansas,
Nebraska, South Dakota, and North Dako-
ta. Previously Mr. Hoiberg held the office
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of Director of Workers’ Education in
Kansas.
* * *

Rev. A. E. Soremsen’s radio program
from Station KJR, Seattle, Wash., on
Christmas eve was heard very clearly in
the Central States, according to several
reports to the editor.

* * *

Los Angeles, Calif, Dec. 10 the plans for
the new church at Los Angeles were sub-
mitted to the econgregation. Blueprints
and drawings have been made by Mr.
Reiner Nielsen and have been approved by
the Building Committee.

* * *

Prof. Sigurd Johansen, whose home is in
Tyler, Minn., was married to Miss Alma
Pedersen, a daughter of Rev. and Mrs.
P. H. Pedersen, Perth Amboy, N. J.,, on
Sunday, December 27. The young couple
will make their home in New Mexico. -

* * *

English Services. Rev. P. H. Pedersen,
Perth Amboy, N. J., reports in ‘‘Kirke og
Folk’’ that he has conducted services in
English in response to a request by a few
people. With the exception of the first
English service, so few attended these
services that he has decided to give up
English services. He is willing, however,
to take up English again when there shall
be a real demand.

* * *

‘¢Candlelight Service.’”’ Rev. J. C.
Kjaer, Clinton, Iowa, reports that instead
of the traditional Sunday school program
at their Christmas tree festival the Sun-
day school had arranged a candlelight
service, ‘‘ The Light of Men,’’ ¢‘ A Feast of
Lights,”’” which was held Sunday evening,
December 27. The play was under the di-
rection of Miss Marian May and Mrs.
Soren Juhl, assisted by Miss Betty Jen-
sen. This innovation was very well re-
ceived by all concerned.

CORRESPONDENCE

(Continued from col. 170)

cold season. The people are gathering in
their rice harvest, and we are happy be-
cause there was an exceptionally fine crop
this year. (After a crop failure last year,
with a resulting semi-famine.) The sky is
usually clear, with a few clouds coming up
in the evening, only to be dispersed short-
ly after sundown. Then the night is given
over, not to darkness, but to a sky studded
with a million twinkling stars, whose glow
seems to be much nearer here than at
home. And then the moon comes up and
casts her enchanting brilliance over the
sleeping world. November in India, and
one forgets that there are four months of
dry, scorching heat which dries up your
very bones and saps the strength from
your body. And four months of rains,
with their stickyness, prickly heat, insects
and bugs in the house and out, in youf
eyes and in your soup, with frogs and
snakes, malaria and dysentery to make life
miserable. These are all forgotten, tem-
porarily, in this delightful November
weather. So when you come to visit us, as
I hope many of you may, do-not come just
for the cold season, but come to know' In-
dia as it is in the heat and rain,

This has become a sort of rambling let-
ter, but as we are getting orientated, it
is such impressions that are meeting us
these days.

With sincerest greetings,

Alma and Erling Ostergaard.

Strandskov, Holger
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Aalborg, Denmark, December, 1936.
Mr. Editor:

The Dan-America Archives in Aalborg
are sending you and all your readers the
very best wishes for a ‘‘Merry Christ-
mas’’ and a ‘‘Happy New Year.”” The
past year has in some ways been a dis-
appointment to us, because entirely too
few of our countrymen in America have
written us. You all know that the Dan-
America Archives collect any kind of ma-
terial pertaining to Danes and Danish
churches, Societies, ete.: books, pamphlets,
letters, newspapers, pictures, ete., even the
smallest item will be of value to our col-
lections.

All Danes in America ought to take an
interest in the Dan-America Archives; the
Archives is an institution for all Danes,
both of the first, second and third genera-
tions; but if we are left without any sup-
port from our countrymen, we cannot do
as much as we want to do.

In Denmark people are beginning to
realize that if they want to know some-
thing about the Danes in America, they
have to come to us. All material received
is carefully arranged and catalogued, to
make it easy for future generations to
read and learn about their emigrated
countrymen and their lives and deeds on
foreign soil.

I do beg all of you to write me, you will
always get a prompt answer from me. I
ask you to send me whatever you have
and can spare of material relating to
Danes in Amercia, and please remember
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that we are always very grateful for any-
thing you can and will do for us.

With kind regards and the best wishes
for a blessed 1937 both for you and for
Denmark and the U. S. A, I am

Sincerely yours,

Svend Waendelin, Arkivar,
The Dan-America Archives, Aalborg.
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